
THE ARCTIC VS THE ANTARCTIC



THE ARCTIC

ÅThe Arctic is an ocean 

with a frozen surface-

there is no land 

underneath it. 

ÅThe Arctic circle contains 

portions of countries 

including: Canada, 

Russia, Greenland and 

the US.  

ÅThe North Pole is in the 

Arctic 



ARCTIC WEATHER

ÅAverage temperature 

of 3° Fahrenheit.

ÅAverage wind speed 

16 mph.

ÅWinter begins in 

December.



THE ANTARCTIC

ÅThe Antarctic (opposite) 

of the Arctic

ÅIt is a continent 

surrounded by oceans.

ÅThis is where the South 

Pole is.



ANTARCTIC WEATHER

ÅThe coldest & windiest 

place on earth!

ÅActually a desert.

ÅWinter begins in June. 

ÅAverage temperature is -

55° Fahrenheit.

ÅAverage wind speed 57 

mph!



WHAT DO THESE FREEZING 

OPPOSITES  HAVE IN COMMON?

ÅBoth experience 6 

months of darkness every 

year, followed by 6 

months of light!

ÅWhen it is dark at the top 

of the world, it is light at 

the bottom.

ÅWinter ice sheets are 

shrinking in both places.

Midday in Winter, Antarctica



WHERE DO YOU THINK MORE 

PEOPLE LIVE?

The Arctic

or

Antarctic?



THE ARCTIC!

The Inuit, Inupiat and Yupik 

all live in the Arctic. 



HOW MANY PEOPLE LIVE IN 

ANTARCTICA?

It is much too cold for 

people to live here 

permanently. 

Scientists and 

vacationers  do visit 

though!



ANIMALS THAT LIVE IN THE 

BOTH PLACES

ÅThere are many animals that live in the 

Arctic and the Antarctic, but few that 

can live in both. 

ÅThere are several whale species  that 

live in the Arctic waters  and 

Antarcticaôs Seas.



BLUE WHALE

ÅIs the largest animal to 
ever live on earth. It 
weighs 200 tons.

ÅIt is the loudest animal on 
earth- louder than a jet 
plane.

ÅAt birth it weighs  as 
much as a full grown 
hippopotamus. 

FUN FACT: They gain about 200 pounds 

EVERYDAY for the first year of their life!



SPERM WHALE

ÅThey are the largest toothed predator in the world

ÅThey are the Deepest diving whale- reaching depths of 

up to a mile.

ÅOnly the largest males (bulls) are found in the freezing 

Antarctic.

FUN FACT: It is highly 

probable that Sperm Whales 
and Giant Squids are mortal 
enemies!



FIN WHALE

ÅThey are the second 

largest animal on 

earth.

ÅThe Northern Fin lives 

in the Arctic and the 

Southern Fin in the 

Antarctic.

FUN FACT: It feeds by opening its mouth 

while swimming fast, causing it to swallow 18,000 
gallons of water in one gulp!



ORCA ăKILLER WHALEĄ

ÅThey are very powerful 

predators, known prey on 

seals and even other 

whales.

ÅThey hunt in dangerous 

and cooperative groups 

with up to 40 members.

ÅOrcas have never been 

hunted commercially & 

there is no threat to their 

survival.

FUN FACT: Killer whales 

live a LONG time. Between 50 
and 80 years!



HUMPBACK               RIGHT

WHALE                        WHALE

ÅThey got their name from whalers who 

determined they were the ñRight Whale to 

huntò. 

ÅThey are now the rarest of all whales. 

ÅThe Northern subspecies only has a few 

hundred individuals left. 

ÅThey spend their summers in either 

the Arctic or Antarctica, then migrate 

to the equator for the winter.

ÅThey are known for their complex 

songs that continue for hours.

ÅScientists believe this is their way of 

communicating with each other. 



HOW BIG ARE THEY REALLY?

Blue whale

Fin Whale

Sperm Whale

Humpback Whale

Right Whale

Orca

In comparison 

to a human 

diver.



WHAT ELSE LIVES AT BOTH 

POLES?

ÅThe Arctic Tern-

which migrates from 

the Arctic to the 

Antarctic.

ÅIt has the largest 

migratory pattern of 

any animal.

FUN FACT: because it travels 

from the Arctic to the Antarctic - it 
has two summers each year!



DO YOU THINK PENGUINS LIVE IN 

THE ARCTIC, ANTARCTICA, OR 

BOTH?



JUST ANTARCTICA!

ÅPenguins only live in the Southern Hemisphere.

ÅThere are 17 total Penguin species, but only 4 

breed in Antarctica 


