
THE INUIT



INUIT ăTHE PEOPLEĄ

ÅWhen you think of Eskimos, you are really 
thinking of the Inuit.

ÅThe Inuit are people native to the Arctic.

ÅThey live in Greenland, Canada, Alaska and 
Russia



LANGUAGE

ÅInuktitut is the 

traditional language of 

the Inuit people.

ÅToday, some Inuit 

people also speak 

French and English.



INUIT HOMES ăIGLOOSĄ

ÅThe word igloo means 

any type of house- not 

just a snow block house.

ÅSome Inuit did live in 

snow houses in the winter 

and animal skin tents in 

the summer.



MORE IGLOOS 

ÅMany Inuit lived in cabins 

made of driftwood and 

soil.

ÅIn Greenland, the Inuit 

mostly lived in permanent 

stone houses.

ÅToday, some Inuit still live 

in traditional housing, but 

some live in more modern 

wooden houses.



TRANSPORTATION

KOMATIK

ÅTraditionally, the main 

mode of transportation for 

the Inuit people were 

dogsleds or what they 

called ñKomatikò.

ÅA Komatik is a hand-

made sled pulled by 

huskies.

ÅToday, they have been 

largely replaced by 

snowmobiles. 



TRANSPORTATION

BOATS

ÅThe Inuit crafted two 

types of boats: one 

mainly for transportation, 

the other mostly for 

hunting.

ÅLightweight frames were 

made for both out of 

driftwood or whale bone.

ÅThe frames were covered 

with stretched animal 

skins and made 

watertight with whale fat. 



KAYAK ăHUNTER BOATĄ

ÅThe Inuit invented 

these small, one-man 

boats for hunting.

ÅWe still use them 

today for recreational 

purposes.



UMIAK

ÅUnlike the kayak, this is a family sized boat 

made for transporting large loads. 

ÅEntire families could move with all of their 

belongings in a single Umiak.



WHERE DID THEY GET THEIR 

FOOD?

ÅThere is no way to farm 

in the frozen Arctic.

ÅThere were no stores 

for groceries- or 

anything at all!

ÅThe Inuit survived by 

hunting and fishing.

ÅThey used nearly all of 

every animal they 

killed.


